
The Great Barn is a privately owned idyllic 18th Century 
venue set in 250 acres of beautifully tranquil landscaped 
grounds. Let us provide the perfect location for your 
wedding, reception or private function.

THE GREAT BARN, UPPER AYNHO GROUNDS, AYNHO, BANBURY  OX17 3AY
T: 0     1869 810 823 // E: enquiries@thegreatbarn.net // W: www.thegreatbarn.net

The venue comprises two beautifully restored 18th century stone barns which were built in 1770 as part of 
The Cartwright Estate in Aynho. The Stephenson family converted the barns in 1986 specifically for weddings, 
private parties and corporate functions and have been running the events ever since.

The barns have been sympathetically converted to retain many of their original charm, along with the beautiful 
arrow slit windows, natural stone 2 foot thick walls, exposed beams and are flooded with natural light. 

The Great Barn comprises The Aynho Room and The Croughton Room which are both licensed for Civil 
Ceremonies. The Croughton Room is also the main dining and dancing area with its natural wooden floor and 
seats 140 for a sit down meal. Once the ceremony is finished guests make their way through to The Aynho Room 
for drinks, canapés and photographs whilst The Croughton Room is prepared for The Wedding Breakfast. Both 
barns have beautiful exposed beams and arrow slit windows with the Aynho Room boasting two log fires. There 
are two minstrel galleries, one small one in The Croughton Room and a larger one in The Aynho Room. These 
galleries make excellent areas for photographers to take large group photos and for Quartets to play.

There is no minimum number requirement and the barn suits both small and large functions.



Wedding Management Service
At The Great Barn we realise how important your wedding day is to you, and we want to help create memories 
that you will cherish forever. To take away the strains of organising the day, one of our wedding managers will 
be involved, not only during the run up, but also on the big day itself, ensuring that everything runs smoothly – 
including acting as Master of Ceremonies if required.  This is all included in the facility hire cost.

The Great Barn can help you organise a disco, live band, casino or any other entertainment you may require 
for your wedding reception or party.  We can also recommend and provide assistance in all aspects of your day 
including accommodation, florists, cakes, photographers or wedding cars. 

Civil Wedding Ceremonies
Both the Aynho Room and the Croughton Room are licenced for Civil Wedding Ceremonies. Towcester 
Registrar must be contacted and booked by yourselves: they will take bookings up to 12 months in advance, 
although provisional bookings may be made earlier.

Please note that a separate fee is payable to the Registrar. www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/registration  
The Registry Office: 0300 126 1000 

Outdoor Ceremonies
The Great Barn is able to offer Outdoor Ceremonies between May-September only (weather dependant). We 
can sit up to a maximum of 50 on the patio – although those seated at the very edges may have a restricted 
view. The Bride & Groom themselves must stand just inside the barn doors for the official part of the ceremony 
(where the barn is licenced) and the legal paperwork must remain on the tables inside. The final decision as to 
whether the ceremony can go ahead outside is down to the Registrar.  If the weather is borderline, a decision 
will be made 3 hours before the Ceremony.

The Wedding Breakfast
The Great Barn’s sole caterers, Kearneys, will tailor the wedding breakfast to suit any requirements including 
formal seated dinners with waitress service or a buffet style meal or even a barbeque. Our wedding catering 
organizers are flexible, offering a wide variety of menus, and can accommodate any specific wishes you may 
have.  Further details are included at the back of this brochure.

The Great Barn provides a full pay bar and all wines, spirits and soft drinks at competitive rates, as well as 
providing all glassware and drinks service.  Included in the hire costs are chairs and tables for up to 140 guests 
(more can be provided if required).



Drinks at the Great Barn
Unlike other venues The Great Barn does not provide drinks packages but only charges you for exactly what your 
guests drink. We provide a fully stocked bar with friendly, professional staff. There is no minimum spend on the 
bar and you can have a straight pay bar or run a tab for a certain amount if preferred.

Our full wine list is available on request or can be downloaded from our website (www.thegreatbarn.net).  Corkage, 
should you wish to supply your own wines, will be charged at £9.00 per 75cl bottle. Corkage for Sparkling wine or 
Champagne will be charged at £11.00 per 75cl bottle. 

Below is a just selection taken from our wine list to give you an idea of costs. 

House Wine
HOUSE WHITE - Corney & Barrow £17.25

HOUSE RED - Corney & Barrow £17.25

Sparkling Wine & Champagne
Louis Perdrier Brut N.V. £19.00

Louis Perdrier Rose N.V. £19.00

Prosecco £19.25

House Champagne £37.50

ALTERNATIVE DRINKS & PUNCHES available
Download our full drinks list from www.thegreatbarn.net



Accommodation at The Great Barn
Our full accommodation list is available either by request or by downloading from our website
www.thegreatbarn.net but below are a selection of local hotels:

The Cartwright Arms Hotel
Aynho, Banbury OX17 3BE
Tel: 01869 811885  5 minutes drive from the venue and 21 bedrooms

The Manor Country House Hotel
Northampton Road, Weston on the Green, Oxfordshire OX25 3QL
Tel: 01869 350621 www.themanorweston.co.uk  17 minutes drive from the venue and 25 bedrooms

The Deddington Arms Hotel 
Horsefair, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon OX15 0SH 
Tel: 01869 338364 www.deddington-arm-hotel.co.uk  12 minutes drive from venue and 27 bedrooms 

Whately Hall Hotel 
Banbury Cross, Banbury, Oxon OX16 0AN 
Tel: 01295 253261 18 minutes drive from venue and 69 bedrooms 
www.whateley.hall-details.com

Or for those who prefer, our friendly local pubs (with 4 or 5 rooms each) include: The Fox, Souldern 
(01869 345284), The Great Western Arms (01869 338288), Duke of Cumberlands Head (01869 
338534)



 

COSTS FOR EXTRAS IF REQUIRED (all include VAT):

Outside Ceremony set-up fee £200.00

The Dressing Room (from 9am on the day) Full Day £150.00 or Half Day (after ceremony) £90.00

Wrought Iron Candlesticks (inc candles) for table decorations each £15.00

Silver Candelabra (inc candles) for table decorations each £20.00

Tall glass vases for table decorations each £6.00

Projector & screen for speeches £20.00

Fairy Light Bottles for Alcoves £64.00 (16) or £32.00 (8)

  The Great Barn High Season Mid Season Low Season
  Weddings 2022 May, June, July, April, October January, February,
   August and September and December* March and November

 

  Saturdays £5,950 £5,200 £4,250 
& Bank Holiday Sundays Civil Ceremony £480 Civil Ceremony £350 Civil Ceremony £275

  Fridays £5,550 £4,950 £4,000
   Civil Ceremony £375 Civil Ceremony £325 Civil Ceremony £275

  Tuesdays & £3,950 £3,750 £3,450
  Wednesdays Civil Ceremony £375 Civil Ceremony £325 Civil Ceremony £275
 

* CLOSED 24th, 25th & 31st December

** Ceremonies Only Rate £1,750 - available during Low Season ONLY

*** Tuesdays/Wednesdays - Max 100 guests

  The Great Barn High Season Mid Season Low Season
  Weddings 2023 May, June, July, April, October January, February,
   August and September and December* March and November

 

  Saturdays £6,100 £5,200 £4,250 
& Bank Holiday Sundays Civil Ceremony £480 Civil Ceremony £350 Civil Ceremony £275

  Fridays £5,650 £4,950 £4,000
   Civil Ceremony £375 Civil Ceremony £325 Civil Ceremony £275

  Tuesdays & £3,950 £3,750 £3,450
  Wednesdays Civil Ceremony £375 Civil Ceremony £325 Civil Ceremony £275
 



Our Rates Include:
Exclusive use of the 18th century venue on the day of the wedding from 9am to 12.20 midnight

A dedicated Wedding Co-ordinator and Master of Ceremonies providing guidance and advice 
throughout the planning of your wedding, personal attention during the preparation day and
professional yet discrete management of the day itself

All tables, chairs & white table linen

A solid silver cake stand (round or square) and silver cake knife

Silver table name holders and easel for your table plan

Access to The Great Barn the day before the wedding can be arranged as long as there are no other 
bookings

A fully stocked bar, including staff

Music system for ceremonies and background music

Candles and tea lights around the Barn

Lighting/uplighting/fairy lights as seen

Outdoor chairs, tables, garden games & firepit

Fires for colder months



Standard Terms and Conditions
Planning Meetings
All planning meetings must be held during office hours, Monday to Friday either at The Great Barn or virtually if preferred.

Set-up, deliveries and collections
Set-up and deliveries for weddings are between 9:00am and 6:00pm.  Collections are between 9:00am and 12:00 midday 
the day after the wedding unless by prior arrangement. Appointments for viewings must be made in advance including at 
weekends.

Timings
The bar at The Great Barn closes at 11:45pm and music stops at 12:00am.  All guests should have left the premises by 
12.20am.  Taxis and other transport should be arranged accordingly, prior to the event.  All lettings are subject to acceptance 
of the terms and conditions of The Great Barn.

Final Numbers
Final numbers are to be confirmed 7 days prior to the event.

Prices
All prices apart from catering include VAT. The Great Barn reserves the right to alter the tariffs without prior notice. The wine 
list will be amended every January and there may be slight increase to the wine prices. 

Deposits and Cancellations
The hirer will pay A Day in the Country a non-refundable deposit of 50% of the total facility hire (and ceremony costs if 
applicable) at the time of confirmed reservation.  The balance is to be paid in full 30 days prior to the event together with any 
Late Licence fee as applicable.  In the event of cancellation, the following charges will be made: cancellation of a confirmed 
booking with more than six months’ notice = loss of deposit.  Cancellation of confirmed booking with less than six months’ 
notice = 100% of estimated total charge.

Wines and Drinks
All wines and drinks are to be purchased from our very competitively priced bar. Wines can be ordered for sampling and these 
will be charged at the house wine rate and added to the final invoice. There will be a charge of £2.75 per bottle for miniatures 
that are provided as favours and the Great Barn must be made aware of this prior to the day. If having your ceremony at the 
venue, the bar will open straight AFTER the ceremony.

Caterers
The Great Barn has appointed Kearneys as sole suppliers and they are to be used without exception for every element of the 
catering, including chocolate fountains and cheese cakes.

Civil Ceremonies
The room in which the Ceremony is held and anything within the room must be of a non-secular nature and not reflect 
religious beliefs.  Smoking or the consumption of food and drink is not permitted before or during the ceremony.  Guests 
should be advised to arrive 15-20 minutes prior to the Service. An Outdoor Ceremony will cost £200.00 in addition to the 
Ceremony fee.

Entertainments 
If supplying your own entertainment all equipment must be PAT compliant and have Public Liability Insurance. 

Marquees
All marquee extensions must be arranged through The Great Barn.

Damage and Liability
A charge will be made for any damage or loss of the Great Barn’s fixtures and decorations, or to the property including carpets. 
A standard charge of £15.00 will be added to each invoice as an Environmental Charge. 

Confetti
We do allow confetti to be thrown outside The Great Barn, however this should be biodegradable not rose petals due to 
staining. Sorry, no confetti cannons.

Children
Children are very welcome at The Great Barn. However, we request that when there are more than 5 under 12 year olds a 
designated adult is made responsible for the children.  If you wish to have a bouncy castle this must be approved by The Great 
Barn and all bouncy castles will be placed in the paddock by the car park and a supervisor must be on hand at all times to 
supervise the bouncy castle. 

Animals
No animals are allowed at The Great Barn without prior permission from the management. 

Chinese Lanterns and Fireworks
Due to safety issues and insurance, Chinese Lanterns and Fireworks are not allowed at The Great Barn.



Kearneys Weddings Caterers
Director, David Kearney has been with us at The Great Barn for many years and is a highly trained chef, with 
experience of working for several large companies, running hotels and working as a chef on the QE2. 

Kearney’s Catering is fronted by Garry Kingsnorth, who has worked with the Oxfordshire-based specialists since 
2004. Garry, the General Manager is also a highly trained chef and has managed many teams during his working 
career. With the wealth of knowledge gained from working alongside founding directors David and Sharon 
Kearney, Garry can offer a variety of menus and catering services to suit all palates and budgets.

Based at The Great Barn, Kearney’s create a cuisine which is a vital ingredient towards creating the most 
memorable wedding day. Locally sourced produce is always used where possible and the team insist on sourcing 
the freshest and finest ingredients for every occasion.

To complement the food, the front of house team of managers, waiting and bar staff will ensure that on the day 
everything is as you would expect from such a professional, forward thinking venue as The Great Barn.

Contact Us
Please contact Garry direct to discuss your catering requirements in more detail and receive a clearer idea of 
cost if you are considering booking with us. 

Telephone: 07775 441703 or Email: garry@kearneyscatering.co.uk


